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REF ACE 


o promote Peace and Quietneſs, 


> 9 on among Neighbours, 15 un- 
= donbtedly a Duty incumbent 
ll Mankind ; but ſurely They, who 
themſelves the Servants of the Lord, 
ducceſſors and Followers of the R- 
les, are under à double Obligation to 
m this Chriſtian Office. If we 
e a Scrutiny into the Actions and 


A 2 ta 


I. Di fo endeavour 4a Reconciliati- 


9 
o 
- ; 1 — — — - 


atitude of the Inferior Clergy, we 
find that, Viper like, they attempt 
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iv PREFACE. 
to ſting the Boſom, which took Compy | i? 


* 


1 
& 

1 
29 


en them, nouriſh'd em, and gave 
( as it were) Second Life. If we ſe 
for the Original of our domeſtick f 


and petty Quarrels, we. ſhall diſc ni 


that they are cauſed by the Chaplain 
one of bis Tribe; at leaſt it will appt 


that he was the Encourager, if 1 
Author of them. When a Shepherd 
intruſt a Wolf with the Care of 
Flock , then I ſhall conſent; that 4 ber 
may be a Superintendant of my Fant 

Whether it be by Nature or Com 4» 
I ſhall not at preſent enquire ; but Di 
demonſtrable beyond Cantradiction, Wi tin 
Prieſt zs uo ſooner admitted into al 
ly, than he begins to worm himſelf 
every Secret ; and when he has " In 
vered their Failings, | for who 1s hey 


that does not fall Seven times every Diff ſere 


he lords it oer them with a ſuperail 2 
Countenance, and haugbtil) uſurfs 
arbitrary Sway. He glories that le ¶ Fam 
it in his Power to create Quarrels, ML f 


foment Animoſities ; he expects great Were, 
Ws gan 


— 


PR E FA C. E. v 


viſion in the Family, diſunites the Affe- 


nous Medlock) and {cruples not to put 
under whom God has joined. But 
beſe Spiritual Buſy-bodies do often 
net with Puniſbment, tho not in pro- 
portion to their Demerit The good Man 


Fibe Family (to uſe the Country Fhraſe) 


perceiving the Tricks and Arti faces of the 
nell fed Levite, | not to mention his 
Amours and Intrigues | gives bim a 
Dimittis, and reduces him to his primi- 
tive Ws of Preaching and Praying 
tor Bread. | 4. 

If as due Care was taken in the Exe- 
eution of our Lamas, as in the EnaGling 
them, it would conduce much to the Fre- 
ſervation and Continuance of that Oeco- 
wmy and good Order, that Amity and 
even Temper, which is requiſite in every 


Meter and Miſtreſs, who ſhall take any 


| derd ante without a Certificate of their 
| 


vantage from troubled Waters, and, 
if Threats will not prevail, creates Di- 


ions, (thoſe mutual Bands of harmo- 


Family. There is a Penalty on ewery 


good 


— 
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vi PR E F A C E. 
good: Behaviour from the Perſon by whan 
they were laſt employ'd ; and this Lan fn 
was thought to be ſo reaſonable and juſt 
in its Nature, (and who can make any 
Objection to it?) that it affects all M N, 
alike : The higheſt Quality are as liall 
70 this Penalty, ar the inferior Sub ec 
If therefore they, who are reſolved 
keep Chaplains, (whether from a Motion 
of Pride, and to gain the Efteem of tl 
World , or for Faſhion-ſake only) won 
demand a Certificate from ſuch as cring 
for the Office; we ſhould find few | 
vites, who could produce Credentials ſuf 
ficient to entitle them to a Second Rect 
tion. Beſides, much Confuſion a 
Heart-burnings might be avoided by cal 
plying with this Law; and much mot 
be prevented, if no Prieſt were admit 
to direct or dictate to a Family, but wi 
he appears in his conſecrated Aſylum. 

A Levite, take him in the Capt 
of a Chaplain or Pariſh-Prieſt, is bt 
Menial Servant ; and I have met Wi 


one only, (and never heard of ano 
n 


PR E FA CE. vij 
who was ſo juſt to his own Conſcience, 
and ingenuous to the World, to confeſs 
that undeniable Poſition. Will they Preach 
ow Pray without Hire? No. Will they 
guide and- dire} you without a Reward ? 
No. Are they not maintain'd by the 
Pariſh, or by ſuch Perſons who unhappi- 
h take em into their Houſes ! No Man 
un deny it. Why therefore ſhould they 
diſown the Appellation, which their Wages 
entitles them to? We can aſſign na other 
Reaſon than an innate Diſpoſition to Pride 
and Arrogance. If they were kept at 
that Diſtance, which is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the Humiliation of a Servant, 
they would be more mannerly and leſs 
aſpiring. A Famper d Chaplain flatters 
himſelf with having as much Right to 
my Lady's Favours as ber Lap-dog, and 
10 doubt but he would willingly ſupply 
bis Place; while the Pariſh-Prieſt, thro? 
Wor Indulgence and Familiarity, farſt aſe 

ume p to be our Equal, and then commands 
Almittance to our Wives and Daughters. 
W [cre is one thing worthy of our Notice ; 


Clean 
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Clean Straw. and ſlender Diet (0 ſp 
in ibe Language of Sportſmen) preſerwes 
2 Spaniel Noſe, and caiſes him to re. 
member his Dut x. 
I know not any Subject, which ir 
liable to Laughter and Ridicule, 1 
Topick, which lays ſo 75 fable a Foun- 
dation for Banter, as to hear the Inferior 
Clergy affirm, that they are endued with 
the Holy Ghoſt. If they ſtudied to do 
Religion a Diſſervice, they could. nt 
more effeSinally accompliſh it, than by 
ſuch an Aſſertion. I own indeed, that 50 
they pretend as much to Religion, aptle 
Warming-pan Gentleman does 10 het, 
Crown of Great Britain; but their Action 
manifeſt a Diſtruſt of their Doctrine ” 
and run counter to their own Rule 
From what Period of Time do they duh, 0 
the Gift of Jnſpiration ? From the My p, 
ment, no doubt, of their Ordination:] 
will follow therefore, that all who 1, . 
ceive Holy Orders, are endued with tha, , 
Divine Bleſſing. If this . be- granted; 
then it is impoſſible for a Prieſt to Pre i, 


ano 
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rA. Tx 1{F 
prite amiſs jor indeed to be guiltyof any | 
ne. But we are convinced! by Expe- = | 
ce, that they preach and write what i 
t Orthodox, and lead ejormons 
I irregular Lives : From whence it is 
jdent, that they pretend to have that 
wenly Gift, which they have not! 
(n the Holy ' Ghoſt ſpea with 4 
wi Tongue 2 No Man ſure will be ſo 
Wrmptuons to own ſuch glaring Blaſ- 
m: And yet we muſt give credit to 
1, if we - believe or "acknowledge the 
be of Levi to be inſpired. ' For lot 
enquire into the Tencts of the Prieſts 
Rome, and thoſe of England, (onnt- 
al others) and we ſhall find em as 
e to each other as North to South: 
no Man will deny the Validity of 
r Ordination. Nay, let us compare 
Doctrine of our Engliſh Prieſts with 
another, and we ſhall find them to 
violently ; ſo that we are brought 
er this Dilemma, that the Holy 
oſt contradicis himſelf”, or the Prieſts 
not inſpired : It is execrable Blaſphe- 


(a) my I 


=: B P RE FR CF. 
my to aſſert the former, aud a bold | 
neceſſary Truth to affirm the latter, 
I. is impoſſible. to foretel what may 
the Fate of the enſuing Treatiſe ;\ but 
] were. certain- that it -would.meet u 
an ill Reception from the World, ye 
ſhould. not give me the leaſt. Vneaſm 
| I am ſenſible, that many a Book has | 
|  made.'a Sacrifige. for telling what is 
properly call]. unſeaſonable I 
betauſe ( like. a Mlirror ) it diſc 
| thoſe Deformities, which Hlattery m 
bade durniſh d o rr. 
| hen I behold à Prieſt ,with.ſo1 
| - SanClity in his Countenance, that i 
tends the D. and all of - « 1 
Heart, it calls to my Remembrance, 
| Hiftory informs us of a certain Af} 
| the Eaſtern Parts of the World: 
| Fruit has a beautiful Outſide, 1 
N .Temptation is ſo very ſtrong, that i 
lures many an unwary Traveller i F 
| take of its hidden Poiſon. As tha 6 
| ou Nature is ſo eaſy. to be impoſed # | 
me ovght to be very circumſped, 1 FR 
we ong 9 | 
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rd our | ſelves from the W iles and 
bir of Prieſtcraft. And indeed it 
hoves ug to be donbly watchful, and 
a ſtrict Eye on our Children, when 
x (uffer them to be tutor'd by a Prieſt, 
mhibe their Sentiments. For we know 
% Experience, that they will in- 
Wt ich Principles into them, as are 
f onſeftent with Frieſily Intereſt, and 
advance their Power and Authority. 
There 75 not one Obſervation in this 
wk, but might furniſh Matter enough 
large Volume; but I have uſed all 
brevity imaginable, hecauſe 1 would 
e ny Reader with dwelling too long 
he ſame Subject, nor be thought to 
vate the Crime, which I endeavour 
Whoſe. 
as hade no perſonal Pique againft | 
Llergyman, or againſt the Body of | 
(leg) in general, ſo I cannot juſtly l/ 
charged with writing ont of Enwvy or | 
"ge; my ſole Intent being only to 
e their Vices, in hopes they will ane 
| convince us of a thorough Refurma- | 
(429 tion ; 


37 


Humility. 


\ 9 


tion: And as it is my conſtant Cuſt 
to put forth ſome pious Ejaculation, ſo 
beſeech Almighty God, that as Charit 
covers a multitude of Sins, he wal 
pour down à double Fortion of this Ble 
ſing on all Prieſts, who are in ſo gre 
Need of it. | 
_ Mr. Collier tells us, that Chapla 
are like ſo many Houſhold-gods, 4 
ought to be eficemed as {uch : To wli 


Orthodox Report I readily conſent. 
tho” this was intended as a Complin n 
to his Reverend Brethren, jet, in Wo": 
Opinion, there cannot be a more fe 
Satyr againſt them. For we are ſen 
that the Houſho!d Deities of the A 
cients were errant Blockheads, kept mW" 
for Show than Ule ; they bad nothi be- 
in them, and were juſtly deemd WP" 
Lumber, and ſuperſtitious Trump" 
And indeed if every Chaplain had all 
Sportula, as bis Office naturally req bett. 
each Family might fare the betteh Mer 
the Sanctificd Interloper would le Han 

pirit 
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E was cuſtomgry with  Archbiſbop | 
Lad to ſay, that he hoped to ſee the 
Tine, when ne'er a Jack Gentleman. 
n England ſhould dare to ſtand before 
\Clergyman with his Hat on. Such 
Wy haghty and imperious Expreſſion 
Wnnifefted the genuine Spirit of the Sons 
f High Church: And no doubt but this 
Wart, Semi-Froteſlant Prelate would 
he endeavoured to fulfil bis Hopes, 
not God Almighty, thro' his in finite 
odneſo, thought fit to cut him ſbort, 
Wand deliver our World from ſuch 4 
| Flague. But in Return to bis graceleſs 
oce's meek and humble Wiſh, the 
Acbor of the following Pages heartily 
Wd fervently deſires, that a day may 
peedily come, when neer a Scoundrel 
why pretends to Divinity, | whether a 
Wrippling, or an overgrown Pen ſioner] 
all be admitted into the Company of his 
betters, be they Gentlemen or Feaſants, 
W-ccept be ſupplicates with his Hat in 


Hand; even tho he be equipp'd with bis 
pritual Harneſs. 


I am 
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I am the more ſanonine"in my Fx 
pectation, becauſe I percerve that 1h 
Britiſn Spirit begins to reaſſume i 
Reaſon ; that it ſhakes off the Bigun 
of Prieſtcraft, and daily aiſefteems th 
Deluſion of juggling Impoſtors. C. 
there be a greater Slur upon an Fngliſl 


man, than to ſay that he dares to af 
bravely, yet dares not to think freely a 
Is not the Liberty of the Mind pref. 1 
rable to the Liberty of the Bod)? 0 
therefore we have preſerved the On " 
from Foreign Enemies at the E xpence * 
our Blood and Treaſure, we ought 10 | 
cure the Other from Domeſtick Invade h 


And let us always lay before us this | 4 


lutary and glorious Maxim, 


Non minor eſt virtus, quam querere, parta tui 


It would puzzle the wiſeſt Heads | 
the Univerſe to account for the Defeci 
[ among his Majeſty's Sub jede, and 
Alienation of their Allegiance, did 
not con ſider the Fower of Prieſtly c 


1 es 
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The bad Clergy are like ſo many malevolent 
Planets, which ſhed their baleful Influ- 
ate, and affect the - Inhabitants of this 
World And hom many are there, who 
ugerly ſwallow whatever proceeds from 
Jie Mouth of 4 Prieſt ? They take for 
Wd Food and wholſome Nouriſhment,, 
va they too often find by Experience to 
unk Foiſon to their Minds. Such are 
tle direful Effects of Bigottry and the 
Want of Thon ght! Such the pernicious 
Wonſequence of ſacrificing our Reaſon to 
Ws arbitrary haughty Will of an aſpiring 
Chorahite ! - - W ent Fat 
bb like Patriots and Britons did 
e leople in the Weſt behaxe themſelves 
le Time of the Revolution! They 
oe truly ſen ſible that they muſt inevi- 
WW have ſacrificed their Religion, Li- 
ies and Properties to the Humour of 
Hranny, bad they not joined King 
ViLLiam of ever Glorious and. 
mmortal Memory. And indeed Twelve 
ears are not elapſed, ſince thoſe very 
ſeople | of my own Knowledge I ſpeak 


i, | 
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it, ] retain d a juſt Senſe of thoſe ni 
mable Bleſſings, which their Mona 
| had ſecured and confirmed to them : Wi ; 
did they fail to manifeſt their Gratitudu 
and ac knowledge the Goodneſs of thr, 
Benefactor with unfeigned Hearts, uy ; 

every Occaſion. © | 
But alas] Tempora mutantur 
And hom many of theſe once Gloria 
Men have ( to their eternal Shame) a 
verted their Loyalty into Rebellion! 
Unanimity, Love and Affection, whi 
was formerly ſo conſpicuous among the 
is now changed into Diſcord, Hun 
and burning Envy. They will not hear 
to Reaſon, nor ſuffer themſelves to 
convinced of their Errors; - no Ar 
ments can prevail with them, or 
plaineſt Demonſtrations work upon 
They are ſtupid and obſiinate, and 1 
not be undeceived : They have Eyes, 
ſee not ; Ears, and hear not : Wi 
con firme the following Obſervation, 
they who are debauch'd in their P 
| cip 


1 
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, tes, will _ be ſo in their 
tellectuals.. - | | | 
Now if we enquire into the Time a 
uſe of this wnhappy and deplorable 
mor phoſis, we ſhall quickly be able 
ge entire Saticfactian in thoſe Parti- 
„„ Whig aud Tory, High-Church 
/Low-Charch, [ Words of Ignominy, 
nen to noxriſh Faction } were per- 
* oh to our Ears, or at lea 

obſolete, and buried in Oblivion ; 
| uk the Spiritual Hydra began to 
Wh forth bis Foiſon, when the Con- 
Wicd Prieſt went bis Progreſs, the Air 
orrupted with bis Breath, and the 
Wnt agion ſpread it ſelf far and near: 
We kes, which had lain ſo long is 
base, began to ſhew their Heads, 

| biſs ; they flung many, and did 
WW Miſchief for the Space of Four 
„, or thereabouts : But Providence 
wed them of their Sting in due 
Im, and now the Party- colour d 
mel are inſignificant. | 


„„ 
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Had this ſturdy Boutefeu been endy 
with a juſt Senſe of the Prieſthood, | 
muſt needs have known, that Humili 
was one of the Fundamental Pillars 1, 
ſupported it ; and conſequently that | 
was ſapping her Foundation, when | 
rode in Triumph round the Country 
Joicing in the Fride of his Heart) 
tended with factious Crowds, and recei 
by diſaffected Magiſtrates. But had 
been treated according to his Demerit 
Cat-of-Nine-Tails and a Cart mi 

hade graced him better, and his Prop 
ought to have been from Newgate 
Tyburn. 

From hence we may date the Xt 
all thoſe Animoſities and Heart-burain 
thoſe Diviſions, Seditions and Rebell. 
which have plagued our Sion: Ani, 
they. had their firſt Riſe from the TuWerr: 
fo they are as wickedly and induſriſ . 
fomented from the Pulpits or pri 
Canverſation to this Day, 
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Ido not ſo much wonder, that the 
pulgar and more illiterate Part of the 
Kingdom: were ſe educed and deluded with 
| ſpecions and falſe Notion of the 
hurch being in Danger, when I re- 
5, that too many Men of Parts and 
ation fell under the ſame Infatua- 
Win: But that they ſhould ſtill continue 


Wider that Deluſion is unaccounta- 


Fe Church had no better Friends to 
and ſupport her than ber Black 
ad, we might juſtly ſay that ſbe 
in Danger; but as it is manifeſt, 
Wt [be flouriſhes under the Guardian- 
c the beſt and moſt pious of Prin- 
to Him ſurely we ought to return our 
re and hearty Thanks, and pay the 
Egiance and Lowe to Him, which our 
Wy requires from us, and our Religion 
upon us to perform. 


(ba) 4s 
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Ar the Inferior Clergy call themſel/M 
the Phyſiciaus of the Soul, ſo they ag 
10 confine themſelves to that particul 
PeaGtice 5 but when they deviate fry 
this, and pretend to « Knowledye | 
what is beyond their Sphere, they u 
truly be call'd Spiritual Quacks, and 
Regard ought to be had of them. 
runs a great Rick, who ventures hi 
ſelf under their Management ; and 
to one but he comes off a Sufferer int p 
End. | | | 9 0, 


\ Notwithſtanding the Caſe is ſo þ 
and undeniable, yet they hawe ri 
themſelves into the good Opinion of gee 
common Herd, who not allowing th 
elves time to think, place an im 
Faith in theſe Empericks ; and ner 
mitting the Advice of able 7 es 
found Fractitioners, their M. ounds u Lum 
turn to a Gangrene. So Mounteban ei 5; 
by their Aſſurance and V, olubility Nre 4 

4 Tony 


a a cheap rate, and ingratiate them ſelves 
with the Vulgar ; while regular Phyſe- 


of Man their Study, are laugh'd at. and 
deſpiſed, their Practice poſtpon d, and 
their ſalutary Freſeriptions and Medicines 
Wt nougbt, wunderwalued, and neg- 


= 4: ill Story in the Mouth ef a Cler- 
Weimar runs like Hedge - firing from one 
ey till it has paſs'd the whole 

Line: And no Con ſideration 19 had, whe= 
be there are any juſtifiable Grounds for 
ch à calunmious Rumour. And in- 
Weed if they will not ſpare their own Fra- 
iy, | as we bade 4 recent Inflance 
Wo their not, doing ſo, in 4 late Contre- 
7% among the Doctors of the Church ; ] 
W's ſhould the Laity expect to find better 
Luarter from ſuch Hands. Fama vul- 
bl is a weak and bad Foundation, yet 
we know that too many Reputations have 
been 


PREFACE my 
Inge, vend their poiſonous Packets. 


tans and Surgeons, who make the Health __ 


*xi)j PREFACE. 
been ſacrificed upon no other Proof : & 
that ſuch Clergymen, who give a looſe i 
their Tongues, and mangle a Man's Ch, 


rafter, may not improperly be call, 
Spiritual Butchers. 


l 
{ 


He that relates a Tale t to any of t 
Inferior Clergy, with a ” ſign that . 
ould paſs no further, wi d Himel 
4 erably rag oy in his Pe q 
L My not poſſibly ſpread further, had| 

«put it into the Gazette. Examples | 
e Kind are numerous; but I T ſhall on 
mention one, which is of, the freſls 
Date. | 


L 

| 

4 
4 
0 


2 
th 
1 


2 
la 
| 2 


ts, 


A Gentleman, without Fremeditati 
or any malicious Intent, told 4 50 
Prieſt in private Converſation, a Hi 
which he had heard relating to ont 
bis Acquaintance. It is not proper MI j; 
mention the Particulars, becauſe | face 
Words are of a glaring Nature; and Wh: , 


Gentleman, I find (having 6 all 1 


PREFACE. xxiij 
Jury) is entirely innocent of what he is 
hurged with, the Accuſation being as 

uſe as ſcandalous. However, the 
ackling in Divinity growing big with 

ws Burden, and impatient to be deli- 
ed; baſtes to the uſual Flace of Ren- 
box, and there diſembogues bimſelf _ 
pls Fraternity, who, you may reſt aſ- 

red, reſolved that the Story ſhould not 

Wh dormant. How conſiftent the raſh 
Wih:viour of this pions Strippling was _ 
th good Fellow ſhip and Charity, I leave -. 

| World to judge; nay, Pl ſubmit it 

jen to his own Friends Determination. 
.- He that bas a mind to be further 
med, need go no farther than the - 
WI: - - - r-houſe Coffee: houſe, and 
ate himſelf with the Black Lo- | 
| Me, f l 


* 
; 
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little thought, when ] began this 
eee, that I ſhould have dwelt ſo long 
ach 2 dirty and unſavory Subject, 
therefore conclude with the follow- 


"s 
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ing Epifile, which was ſent to Cara 
 Alberoni during his un 


. _—— N 


Jy ir Er your EMINEXCE, 
60 E have an Hi V Church Pri 
W among us, ho conden 
< your Politicks in 'endeavouring 
ce excite the People of Fr AN er 
Commotion and Rebellion, wh 
ce others applaud, your Deſign 1 
« this Son of LE VI alledges, 
« you have only copied after l. 
c with this Difference: You added. 
« Agents no way qualified for ſo gr, 
« an Enterprize ; but he rode abt 
ce the Country, poiſoning, vivd 4 
* ce, the Minds of the deluded Þ: 
ce ple, who moſt eagerly imbibed 
« Venom. Thus he had | as hem 
ce impiouſly terms it] his Defire # 
cc his Enemies, by appeating in! 
N 


WW pris perſona; whoſe brawny 


Ladies of the Aſcendant over tllieir 
Husbands; and their Purſes. 


Jo diſſipate that chagrin Air, 
which is no way agtecable to a 
Perſon -of your ſanguine Temper 
and Vivacity, permit me to relate 
a Tavern, Jeſt. I was lately invited 
to drink a Glaſs at the Pope's Head; 
our Room was commodious, our 
Wine had a true Flavour , but 
every Man complain'd of the cold 
Weather. One of the Company 
called for the CAR DIN AL, another 
for the Doc rox, the Fire being 


much upon a Level with the Cre- 


dit of us Tories, vis. almoſt ex- 
tinct. J could not for my Life 
imagine what they would be at, 
till 1 faw the Drawer come up 

e 


FRE F A CE. x 
Shoul- 
dets and {mouth Face recommend- 
d him to the kind Graces of the 
Hir Sex, who at that Time were 


— 
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xxv PREFACE 
c with an Inſtrument in his Hang: 
< yclepd a Frepan; I quick] 
© perceived, that its Property wx 
* to raiſe a Flame in an Inſtan 
© I ſmiled to my ſelf, judging th 
0c Appellation to be very a pr 


* 


ce 0s. 


—_— 


©© The Queſtion was put, Wh 
© ther your EMINENCE coul 
c not lay a juſter Claim to tlj 
©© Tool of Combuſtion, than t 
C Docrox? After a long Debate 
ce it was carried in the Negative; be 
« ing urged ftrenuouſly, and prov 
cc to a Demonſtration, that the I 
ce For had been a more ſucceſs 
ec Engincer (and your Senior) 
ce ſetting fire to the Mines he hu 
cc laid, and inflaming a whole N 
« tion. However, it was agree 
ec nemine contradlicente, that if y0 
c can make Intereſt at Rome ft 


& the Doctor to fill one of the Vi 


cc canci 


22 


PREFACE. xi 
cancies in the Sacred College, he 
ſhall give you the Right Hand in 
this Aﬀair, and promiſe to re- 
nounce all Claim and Title to it 
for himſelf, and his Heirs for 
ver. 1 have the Honour to be 


Tour EINEN CWS, &. 
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OR A 


Witw of the Diſparity he- 


Modern Inferior Clergy. 


HA the Contempt of the Modern 
I1& Inferior Clergy increaſes daily, is 
obvious to every Man; nor will it 
be otherwiſe, while Men are al- 
lowed to fee with their Eyes, 
d hear with their Ears; except the Sons of 
vi begin a Reformation among themſelves. 
an and groundleſs is the Cauſe, which 


”—_ a 


d them, viz. a Combination of a Set of 
tople, who call themſelves Free-Thinkers, 
 alperſe the Gentlemen of the Long-Petti- 
Tribe, and caſt an Odium upon them: 

B And 


PRIESTIANITT: 


tween: the Apoſtles and the 


ey align for the Diſreſpect that is ſhewn 


A 


(2): 


And this, they ſay, is done without any jy 
- fiable Foundation, without any Regard 
their Function, which ought to be be 
Sacred. 4 
I know no Man who diſeſteems the By 
hood But ſince there is almoſt a total [ 
fection among the Prieſts, and no 8 
Amendment; ſince they are become {up 
and indolent, and will not put a Stop tot 
growing Evil, which may ealily be effech 
ſince their Principles are bad, and their 
rals worſe ; it is a Duty incumbent on e 
Chriſtian to reprove them openly. For ſh; 
that reſpects and countenances ſuch Perk 
may be juſtly ſaid to approve their vic 
Ways, or at leaſt to encourage them top 
ſevere therein, | 

There is a Neſcio quid in the Face 
Good Clergyman, which naturally commat 
Reverence and Reſpe& ; and he merits 1 
the Name of MAN, who. pays them 
with Chearfulneſs. But there is ſomewh, 
ſowre and diſtaſteful in the Looks of a 1 
Clergyman, that he draws an Odium from 
inſtead of Eſteem : To the former thereſende 
of theſe Gentlemen we are willing, and lors 
joice to grant ſuch Honours as may jultly Mir, 
attributed to them; but no honeſt Man Meir, 
allow that the latter have the leaſt Petric 
to a Share of them. God Almighty lay ;; 
to have ſet a Mark upon theſe reprobate 4 
mals, as he did upon Cain ; and 1 * 


(3) 
wurly viſible in the ſcattered eme, and the 
ur d Bailiffs : And as Providence never 
Wi any thing in vain, we certainly deferve 
be cenſured, if we negle& and deſpiſe ſo 
Whtary a Caution, or endeavour not to ſhun 
common Enemies to our Peace and good 
| annot chime in with the black and nu- 
Werow Herd, who would perſuade us, that 
qual Reſpect ought to be given to all Per- 
in Holy Orders, without enquiring into 
er Worth and Merit. I muſt confeſs, that 
r Argument to enforce this Acknowledg- 
Went /e2ms to carry a good Colour with it, 
Wnely, their being the immediate and pecu- 
r Servants of Chriſt: And therefore, they 
ve ought to honour them for their 
er's Sake. But with Submiſhon to theſe 
Wing, Piout Men, we may argue by the 
Woe Parity of Reaſon, that a Traytor, a Mur. 
, or a Profligate might claim a due Defe- 
ee from us, becauſe they have been em- 
yd in ſome Honourable Family, or de- 
ended from Ancient and Praiſe-worthy An- 
ors, So that the Argument which they 
Ing to countenance, or rather to ſupport 
tir Aſſertion, is ſo far from being of any 
ee to them, that it quite overthrows it: 
d this is demonſtrable from the following 
im, which will not admit a Contradiction 
Exception. 


B 2  — Tanun 


(4) 


—————T antim conſpectius in ſe 
Crimen babet, quanto major, qui peccat babe 


Nom ſince theſe Abiramites, theſo fo 
Apoſites, would deceive us with, an Opini 
of their being Succeſlors to Chriſt, and 
Diſciples; ſince they claim a Privilege ex 
ordinary, and an [uncommon Reſpe& f 
thence; | ſhall make a Scrutiny into th 
Morals. and Behaviour, and ' ſhew how al 
their Characters are from the Holy Tus 
and their Erethren. This 1 purpoſe ty 
with all the Sincerity imaginable ; and o 
genuous a Declaration will ſurely take 1 
all-Umbrage of Malice or Partiality, 
Many ſubſtantial and very good Rell 
may be given for our Saviour chuſing þ 
laborious and pains-taking Men for his WW 
pofiles ; to mention which would be dn: 
five from wy preſent Purpoſe ;.1 ſhall th 
fore avoid all Ambages, and begin with elt 
ſerving that the Apo/tles were Men of {ud 
mean Extraction, that there was no roo! 
boaſt of their Pedigree, if their [nclinati 
had prompted them to it. It would be 
difficult Matter to prove, that Moſt of 
Clergy are upon a Level with them in 
Particular; but as they are willing that 
cenſorious World may remain in Ignoꝶ 
of their Affinity to each other as to this I 


I ſhall keep my Mouth as it were 5 
| ri 


(5) 

idle, being always cautious not to lay a 
mbling-Block of Offence in the way of our 
eo Brethren. | Wherefore I now proceed 
my Second Obſervation, namely, | 


That the Apoſtles had an immediate Com- 
ſon from Chriſt to Preach the Goſpel, and 
tze all Nations, with a Power to remit or 
Win Men's Sins. 4 
be Clergy pretend to have the ſame equal 
er and Authority, tho'-not immedia 
Wm Chriſt 5 for they aſſert, that their Com- 
in is derived from the Apoſtles by a long 
cceſſion, who granted to their Succeſſors 
ever ſuch Power as Chrift had inveſted 
Wim with. I am apt to think, if any Man 
ald queſtion the Validity of their Power, 
ey would chuſe to plead” Preſcription 
x 7emitting or retaining Sins, rather than be 
Wit to prove it. Chriſt very well knew, that 
could confide in the Sincerity and Up- 
kitneſs of his Apoſtles, when he delegated 
ich a Power; but T do not find that he en- 
u it upon their Heirs and Succeſſors; nor 
there Reaſon to think he did, becauſe he 
neſaw their Degeneracy and Corruption: 
ſberefore the Apoſtles had no Title to, and 
niequently could not give and bequeath a 
wer to their Succeſſors, which was ſettled 
jon them only during Life. But to put the 
er beyond Diſpute, ſince the Clergy do 
m an equal Power with the Apoſtles, let 
| 'em 


66) 
em convince us by an ocular Demonſtration 
as our Forefathers were convinced: Let 
work Miracles, and we will give Credit y 
their Teſtimony: If they fail in the 0% 
as they themſelves are ſenſible they do, the 
we have all the Reaſon and Juſtice” in 8 
World to conclude them to be Uſurpers x 
Impoſtors in the orber. oo 


A Third Obſervation is, That the Apoſil 
were meek and humble; they called themſehy 
the Servants of Chriſt ; they meddled 9 
with State Affairs, or deny'd the Author 
of the Civil Magiſtrate,  - "1 
Nothing can be more engaging in Soc 
than Courteoufneſs and Affability; they 1 
Two Qualifications eſſentially neceſſary 
conſtitute a Gentleman, and without wh 
the Name is an empty Word. ls it not th 
fore ſtrange, that the Modern Clergy, ul 
are as covetous of the Appellation 28 at 
Men living, ſhould manifeſt a Behaviour 
of Pride, Haughtineſs, and Inſolence. In 
ridicule and deſpiſe a Lowneſs of Sin 

which Chriſt recommends to his Apoll 

his own Example, ] calling it an lng" 
cation of a vulgar and Plebeiun Soul. Pr 
is a Diſtemper ſo catching, that it has infed 
the Clarks, and in time may reach the 8 
tons: Look on that Lump of Mortality, M, 
Emblem of a Chaos, Man Hugh. He ti 
that he ſoops very low, if he youll 


(7) 
Nod to a Shopkeeper, tho' the honeſt Tradeſ- 
un unvails his Head, and makes his Obei- 
ce with all the Humility imaginable. Now 
hat ſhall we ſay to this? Why, truly, Man 
b obſerves the Faſhion, and treads in his 
ters Footſteps. He knows the old Pro- 
b, Trim Tram— -——. What Pity it is 
Whit theſe Two, who are upon Riſing Ground; 
dot raid 1 gat Heaven grant they 
N be advanced according to Merit, ſince 
by are in the Great Road to Preferment. 
de may reaſonably imagine; that the 
of the Apoſtles Was plain and innocent, 
Wil their Deportment agreeable to their Garb; 
Wit the Inferior- Clergy are wiſer than their 
deceffors. i» They look upon a Fantee Air 
Mien to be excellent Virtues; and he 
is not a Man of Mode will gain few 
Winelytes. There is a je ne ſcay quoy (they 
in the decent Adjuſtment of a Cambricł 
nd; and when a Spruce Bob is placed in a 
e Decorum, or when the Ringlets of the 
ur fall in nice Order, they manifeſt a Cap» 
ating Power. Is not a Brilliant more at- 
five than a Cram- Ring? A Cloth-Gown 
vl Caſſock preferable to a Frie- Jachet and 
wwzers? A {mooth-fac'd Prieſt, with his 
Hand, fixes the Eyes, and conſequent- 
the Ears of his Audience ; but one of the 
un. Tribe, with weather-beaten Counte- 
Ice and freckl'd Fiſt, would throw the 
tender- 


N 


— 
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F 
become of the Church's Body? Will it 
e appear a mere Steen 


. , 4 
Nd 2 7 > TE » Wh | 7 3} 
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en there be a more Romantick. Notion, 


I? This is Preſumption in the Super- 
Wie, Ambaſſadors! Can a greater Indigni- 
offer'd to the King of Kings? Are not 
[he People in the Ciowverle PLAnh and 
botentates, as well as the inferior Sor 
Pbjects? To whom then ſhould he ſen 


so gratify their aſpiring; Humour, we 
admit their Title of Honour, f they 
Nie their Credentials; that is, let ein 
W the Sick, give Sight to the Blind, make 
Deaf to hear, d the Lame to walk.” © 
ies are now become an univerſal 
Wine, and we hear more of them from the 
Wit than Soul-ſaving Doctrine: No Man is 
n' d Orthodox, who does not dabble in 


evins to arraign the Conſtitution which 


e Prince's faithful Miniſters under whom 
lives, He uſurps an Authority to which 
us not the leaſt Shadow of Pretence ; nor 


Ambition pinion'd. But to do Juſtice to 
C the 


pr a Prieſt to call himſelf Heaven's Am- 


Wi/:dors,? Not to his own Vaſſals, How 


. Affairs. As ſoon as a beardleſs Youth 
Kcoutred with his Spiritual Habiliments, 


ales him, and condemn the Proceedings 


he deſiſt till his Wings are clipp'd, and 


— 
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the Innocent, I muſt ow 92 this Crime 
to be found only among P opt 3nd Hl 
Proteſtant Prieſts, viz. High C 

The Apoſile Paul, who was a rt 
a Loyal 4 ſubmitted to- be Fan . by tl 
Civil Magiſtrate ; hut Prieſt Paul, who 
an 125 liſhman an. *j denied that 6 
Civil Þ 1585 had 647 urildifion Over hi 
or that he bug to be try'd by any ot 
Power than the 9 Ad there are ſt 
Clerg men, who 0 Jt, adherg,, to the fan 
Principle. The Reafon is fo very obvioy 
by to mention it would call the] Juogmet 

Reader i in e Ts web is 

heh Aid, Pyrate, was going to Ln 
Wa: ater. Mark, he cry'd but. Had Avery l 
my Fudee, and Twelve of the” 'Madagaſe 
Burctneers wy Fury, I ſbould not 21 ſea 
2 * Deliverance, 955 . 


A Fourth Obſervation is, Thit $6} 4h | 
mer frequently to eat Bread and drink 
whoſe Lives and Converſation Were al 
table to their Doctrine. 

lt rbuft be owned by the moſt inveter 
Enemies of the Clergy, (if any ſuch the 
are) that the Sons Levi bave more 

Gel Meetings than the Apoſtles had, es 
when 4D hear of good Wine and 

den Pariſhioners. But then perhaps it n 
be objected, that the Apoſtles met in 2 Ml 
gious and Pe manner; and the  Cig 


| W 5 

Mi Dandy on 611 42 dre 
2 more ſociable and natural one. I muſt 
ocede to this Objection, knowing what is 
oft agreeable. to Prieſa. Nevertheleſs, to 
lernte the Imputation of their frequenting 
nern and Coffee- Houſes, | in which they 
end 4 tripple. roportion of Time, to what 
lid in their Churches and Cloſets; J 
wt do them the Juſtice to ſay, that as they 
ot endued with as large a Portion of 
xe as was given to the Apoſtles, ſo conſe- 
ently they cannot undergo the great Bur- 
ten and Fatigue of Preaching once, and read - 
z Prayers thrice a Week, without recruiting 
ter exhauſted Spirits. Now if this cannot 
done in a private Houſe at the Expence of 
Wn: of their Flock, why ſhould they be 
red or eſteemed blame-worthy, if they 
d to a Tavern, art their Bread with Toy, 
8 drink their Wine with à merry Heart ? 
by ſhould not the.diligent Labourer be in- 
ped in refreſhing Nature? Has he not as 
Zn an Appetite, as diſtinguiſhing a Palate 
other Man? Beſides, Wine enlivens the 
aderſtanding, and gives freſh Vigor to a ja- 
Invention : And let me tell you, a well 
med Expreſſion in Converſation may fur- 
a 2 Man with Topicks for an Orthodox 
mon, 

frecept without Example avails little in 
Wing Proſelytes ; it were therefore to be 
., that Pries would adhere to the Rules 
uch they lay down for converting Infidels 
C 2 ta 


cn) 


to Chetan, and confirming thoſe who i 
converted; I frankly confeſs, that they will 
ſometimes give us the beſt Advice how to u. 
our Souls, tho* they neglect their own ; «ii. 
it is undoubtedly a Mark of "Tendernels 
put us in the Way to eternal Happineſs, and: 

rticular Token of their Civility and pd 
reeding not to joſtle us in the Road. Thi 

_ exclaim againſt Uſury and Extortion, yet ii 
all the Ways and Wiles imaginable to ati: 
Riches. ' Oh! that I were fo well skill'd Wl: 
Divinity, to know what Length a Man na 
tike to improve his Talent ! They recommi 
Faſting and Abſtinence as neceſſary to ſubi 
the Luſts of the Fleſh ; how near they r: 
form to theſe Recipe's, let their fat 4 
ruddy Cheeks bear Witneſs. They ie. 
againſt Profuſeneſs in Dreſs and Apparel, Wil: 
think it no Crime to give in extravagant Pall 
for Wigs, Hats, and Holland Shirts. De er 
cy indeed is commendable ; and to the cher 
of the Inferior Clergy be it ſaid, that ma th 
take care to make clean the Outfrae of Wi 
Platter. —— 


A Fifth Obſervation; The Apoſtles wa Z 
Charitable. | 12 
Charity is ſo often in the Mouths of Wy / 
_ Clergy, that there is too much Cauſe to iſ by 
pect it ſeldom enters into their Hearts; MH 
they have any, it begins at home ( accord Ut 
to the Proverb) and there I fear it 2 - hal 
ne <P, 


WW - 
Paul has ſpent a whole Chapter in Praiſe 
this moſt excellent Virtue ; Prophecy and 
Lurning cannot come in Competition with 
nd Faith profiteth nothing without it. 
o Chriſtian ſurely, will dare to queſtion the 
whority of St. Paul; and ſince Charity is 
iblolutely neceſſary, and that we cannot 
e Heaven without this Paſs-port, this 
ure of Admiſſion; what Opinion muſt we 
tan of thoſe Prieſts, in whom the leaſt 
lInpſe of Charity does not appear? Can 
E reaſonably think that they believe a Fu- 
Wire State, who will not embrace and mani- 
me Means which muſt bring them thi- 
elt is not my Buſineſs to ſhew the Lati- 
Wile of the Word Charity; I ſhall leave it for 
We, whoſe Duty it is to do it, and heartily 
Wil that they would convince us of the Ne- 
y of this Divine Virtue by practiſing it. 
rer heard or met with a Clergyman, who 
red his Want of Charity, | and that too 
the moſt barefac'd manner | except the 
bus and Reverend Doctor who lives 
ween Newgate and Tyburn, | 
An intimate Friend and Acquaintance of 
Doctor's wrote a Letter to him, in which 
recommended the Bearer as the Son of a 
y Worthy and Orthodox Clergyman, who 
been bred up in the Principles of the 
uch, and never ſwerv'd from them; who 
UC Univerſity Education, and was an Honeſt, 
ha! Gentleman, tho* in narrow Circum- 

ſtances. 


e 
ſtances. For theſe Reaſons he requeſts 
that as the Doctor was to preach before will 
Sons of the Clergy, and the reft of that 1: 
nourable Society, he would recommend oli: 
Gentleman to the-Stewards as a proper Oh 
of, and as one juſtly entitl'd to their Chari 
The Doctor, having read the Letter, ( 
out of 'a Pique, I ſuppoſe, to the Nani 
which he could not digeſt ſince a remathi 
Tryal in Veſiminſter- Hall) anſwer'd, 1 
no Charity for thoſe who are not of My U 
The Doctor being called upon to en 
what he meant by His Church, would H 
evaded the Charge; but being cloſe pref 
replied, The Gentleman was educated in 
Principles of the Church of Ireland, and 
the Church of England. O rare! Nat 
if you can, any Differences in their Don 
Rites, and Ceremonies. Cæde mat 
bus, ye Men of Lovain and St. Omert; Wit 
match, if you can, the Unchantable Dota | 


A Sixth Obſervation is, That the 4% 
preach'd conſtantly, and in all probabllp ! 
without Hire; they baptized thoſe who ey 

_ worthy of Baptiſm ; they viſited the w. 
and pray'd with them Gratis. WL 
Preaching is accounted the moſt Apo rot 
cal of all the Acts of the Miniſtry ; Mie 
Gregory ſays, Cenſemus eos, , qui Apoſtolon 2. 
figuram tendent, prædicare. Thomas Auf, 
aſſerts, that Predicatio eſt aus principal 


— —  — 
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& proprius ; and St. Mae calls it, 


unium honorum ſummum. t. Paul gives 4 
ait Charge of Preaching to Timothy, wha 
ps a ſickly Man: His Words are, I charge 
be before God, and the Lord e ſia Chriſt, 
by ſhall judge the Quick and the Dead, at 
| appearing, and in bis Kingdom, Preach, 
Word, be inſtant, Nc. W 4 * 
How happy would it be for the Inferion 
77, how pleaſing to God, and acceptable to 
0, if they were half as diligent and aſſi- 
us in the Salvation of Souls, as they are 
taining a rich Benefice { But, alas] when 
have once obtained the d ed Fort, they 
w ſupine and. negligent, and imagine that 
5 diſcharge their Duty, if they procure à 
iey-Man- to officiate for them. A rich 
t will viſit his Flock, and preach to them 
les as often as he comes in Perſon to fleece 
a; vg. twice a Year to receive an Equi- 
nt for his Tythes. The labouring Oar is 
n to ſome indigent Hireling, while the 
Man of God ( 1 cannot ſay the Man af- 
ad, own Heart ) eats the Bread of Idle- 
He that will work cheap, ſhall be firſt 
od, tho' a Novice in his Buſineſs: But 
c vill the Lord fay to his negligent Ste- 

when he comes into his Vineyard, and 
otten Fruit? | | 
he Validity of Lay-Baptiſin has been 
FW controverted, but never refuted; and 
an Sin cannot be waſh'd away Dy 


any 
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. 
any other Hands than the Prieff's, how hit 
and deplorable is the poor Man's Caſe ! M 
a Soul periſh for want of a Piece of Sila 
Muſt Chriſt loſe a Subject through, the Ay 
rice and Extortion of one, who calls hin{ 
bis Servant? Will not his Death be requit 
at the Levite's Hand? I do not find that th 
was a Book of Rates in our Saviour's Tin 
when he commanded the Apoſtles to Bayti 
all Nations; their Commiſſion was not li 
ted to the Rich and Wealthy; the Poor 
Needy had an equal Claim to the Benefit 
their Adminiſtration. They gloried in 
ving an Opportunity to viſit the Sick, f 
Diſtreſs'd, and thoſe who were in Prin 
They comforted the Fatherleſs and the 
dow, they fed the Hungry, and cloath'{ 
Naked; dy rejoiced in things Spiritual, 
the Inferior ng, glory in things Ten 
ral: They did all things for the Sai 
Chriſt, and the Clergy will do nothing! 
for the Sake of Mammon. No Penn 
N ; this is a Saying too often 

ed. | 

A Perſon paſt Hopes of Recovery {ent 
the Prieſts of the Pariſh, who promiled 
come, but did not : Whether they were 
der'd by Love, or a Bottle, I ſhall not de 
mine. At the Expiration” of Three Di 
Application was made to Dr. K—, 
ſaid he would go, provided the Perſon w 
pay the Expence of his Coach-Hire. 


Mell 


— 


— 
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enger conſented to this, but the Condi- 
305 could not be performed, till the fick 

ſon's Apparel (which ſay on the Bed, 
Wi kept off the Cold) was ſent to tlie Pawn- 
Ert to'raife Money. The Doctor was an 
e witneſs to this, and graciouſiy took but 


wo Shillings. 


b for Hire: I think he might alſo have 
d they pray for it. ——— will not be ſo 
Wchritable to affirm, that the Inferior Cler- 
& vill do an 1 thing for Money; but this 
dy, I ne'er knew em do a good one 
| thout Its * B ö bur 5th We 


g Sevently. Obſervation: The Apoſtles 
Men of Moderation; they uſed not 
uon to oblige People to conform to their 
ne; they reaſoned with their Hearers. 
eration is one of the ſhining Characte- 
Wicks of a Chriſtian; but Moderation 
i the Modern Clergy, is like King Ar- 
and the Knights of the Round Table; 
 talk'd of, but never ſeen. We exclaim 
uſt the Tyranny of Rome, and the Spa- 
b Inquiſition; but we may find Unchriſtian 
atment in Courts nearer home. I do not 
by the Laws of God, that an Eccleſaftick 
$a Power to puniſh the Body or Pocket of 


0 


Micah iii, 21, 


ſl 


D a Lay- 


hat ſays the prophet > * Tour Prieſts 
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a Lay man: There were no Libels, Cum 
Articles, Penance, Impriſonment, (audi 
long Train of & cetera's to be read in 
Spiritual Catalague) when Chriſt and if 
Apoſtles: were on Earth: There were no ff 
euniary Multis, or Commuting, in thoſe Dy 
for a Lapſus Lingue, or things of finall; 
ment. Will not the Acceptance of 25 
niary Mulct bear this Interpretation) 1 
Rich Man may fornicate, while he tn 
Poor ſhall be debarr'd the moſt initenſe P 
fure. The Apoſtles were averſe to ſuch 
human and diabolical Invention as u 
ſome Severities; and yet who are more n 
to put em in Practice than the Half 
teſtants? What are wholeſome Severitits, 
the Fire and Fagot, Whips and Dunger 
Are they not the killing Arguments of I 
gooning Feſnits > How cloſe they ſtick to 
Letter of the Text! Compel em to cam 
'Tis true indeed, our Saviour gave ſuch 
mand; but I challenge the Clergy to ga 
one Inſtance of Severity uſed by Chl, 
the Apoſtles. They were certainly the 
Interpreters of their Maſter's Words; . 
_ uſed no other Compulſion than folid 
ments. But there is a Generation of- 
who value themſelves upon the Wildot 
this World, and would diſplay their Chin: * 
nity by ſavage Cruelties. As if felge t 
like the Laws of Draco, were to be foul. | 
in Blood. How pleafing is Den t 
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F How oppoſite to a Chri- 
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{mplicit' Faith is the Doctrine of Worldly 
Wien; and tho' we are enjoined 8 ſearch the 
Wriptures, becauſe in tbem ue have eternal 
„ yet I could name a Perſon within Ten 
es of Hammevſmith, who ſaid, That \2ve 
bad no good Times ſince the Laity were 

itted to read the Bible; nor ſhould we haue 
till they were probibited the Uſe of that 

WL Is this conformable to the Proteſtant 

gion, or incompatible with it? Methinks, 
has an i Smell, and ſquints wiſhfully at 


Cod Almighty does not require us to make 
ck without Straw ; he does not expect to 
q where he has not ſown ; but ſince he has 
en us Reaſon, whereby we may diſtinguiſh 
tween Good and Evil, it behoves us to fet a 
e Value upon this glorious Talent, and 
t lacrifice it to the iþſe dixit of any Spiri- 
Jacob ite whatever. Let every Man 
ft by his Reaſon, and he that offers to de- 
Ie you of it, is a deſigning crafty Knave. 


| Reaſon ought to direct him: This I will 
intain, tho? every Levite fhould become 
Opponent. For he, who takes up his Re- 
on upon Truſt, may with Eaſe be deluded 

0 the moſt erroneous and damnable Opini- 

| Try all things, ſays St. Paul, and hold 
1 that which is beſt. Now how can we 


ery Man living has a Right to think freely, - 
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(20) 
ery on judge what is good, what had; if 1 
90 A ke uſe of — Reaſon ? The Ap 
ſtles did not upbraid thoſe whom! they coul 
not convert, with opprobrious and infamo 
Names: But the Inferior Clergy ſtigmatiz 
them who are not on their Side, and call e 
Deiſts, Sociniant, Libertines, Atheiſts, & 
Nay, that Excellent Pattern of true Proteflg 
and Chriſtian Piety, Archbiſhop, Tillotſon, j 
called a grave Atbeiſt; but there is no othy 
Cauſe for this unjuſt Imputation, than h 
having a larger Share of Religion and four 
Learning than other People. 


ks 


=> 
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| 1 
Conſcience in the Apoſiles, - is an Eight 
Obſervation. Fe re on 
He that can fathom the r d 
Prie#, may quickly diſcover the Depth of n 
Ocean, and find out the Longitude, He 
{ſeldom for giving, but always for getting: 
And when his Heart is opened, which hard 
pens as frequent as a Jubilee at Rome, he Mc 
nifeſts his Liberality with a Finger and Til. 
as if the other Parts of his Hand were {el 
with the Gout. But when you make WI A 
Offering, he receives it with as keen an Mee 
petite as a hungry Jack; and had Sue 
lived in our Days, he might with Reatent 
have ſaid, There things which ne | a 
are ſatisfied. | Winch 
What ſhall we ſay in Favour of our Het 
Church Clergy, who ſwear Allegiance dar 


(+1) 


ing George, yet ſecretly own, and eng 
. 


way for a Popiſh Pretender? And what ſha 
ve think of others, who take the Oaths, yet 
muntenance Men diſmils'd from their Lecture 
hips for ſcandalous Words, and black Inſinu- 
tiovs againſt the moſt Merriſul Prince on 
With? They may hoodwink the Vulgar, 
What Men of the leaſt Penetration will ſee that 
e of 4 Feather will flock———, This 

mwches ſomebody's Copyhold ; but I ſha'n't 

{ word of the Uncharitable Doctor. 
could mention à certain Levite, of no 
minary Rank, who called the late Rebellion 
ng of the People; for a Rebellion, fays 
Wie, is taking up Arms againſt a Lawful 
eigne Wherefore he would not acknow- 
doe the Preſton Priſoners to be Rebels. 
us ſcrupulous Gentleman abjured the Pre- 
ler, and no doubt he's a Man of Conſci- 
very capaciout. Search all the Re- 
mas of Time, and find out a Plot the 
Juckeſt that Hell ever hatch'd, and a Prieſt 
ill appear at the Bottom. | 


A Ninth Obſervation is, That the Apoſtles 
re zealous for the Church of Chriſt at all 
es; without that Jeſuitical, and conſe- 
alicntly modiſh; Diſtinction of High or Low. 
| am very well aware, that — clever 

nch Bigot will take me up ſhort, and 
rtly ask me, if I dare deny that the Or- 
ox Inferior Clergy (as they term em) 
+ are 


4 
| 


o 
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are for the Church > To which I ingenuaiſij 
anſwer in the Negative, provided they meu 
High- Church. And therefore ſhould” 200 
one queſtion me, 2why did the People ſo ui 
ouſly rage, and why did a * Convi becyn 
an {1inerant? Oh, for the Church. 
are their Sermons ſtuff d full of double B 
tenare s, and why do they rail at the Frien 
of King George ? Still for the Church. M 
are I the Prieſts and the Prophets prophant 
And why {| do they err thro' firong Dai 
Why do they preach in an Orthodox Billin 

ate Stile? And why do they {lander; ( 
fame, backbite, and inarl at Diffenters? 
all for the Church. re | 
If the Inferior Clergy had heartily eſp 
{ed the Welfare of the true Proteſtant Chu 
or had any Regard for the Purity of our m 
Holy Religion immediately after the ſand 
lous Peace of Utrecht, they might juſtly i 
ſaid we were falling a Sacrifice to the Rom 
Baal. We then ſtood on the Margin of 
Deep and terrible Abyſs, when 'Providen 
of its tender Mercy brought forth the 11 
of Auguſt, and made the potent George « 
Second Deliverer. There was room in ti 
Days for Dr. Sacheverel to have (aid gy. 
we were in Perils among Falſe Brethren. Wh, © 
ſhould then have told bold Truth, and pre " 
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. Seaſon, as he did out of Seaſon at St. Pauls; 
Wis Harangue on the Fifth of November ha- 
Wiring little in it that was pertinent to the Buſi- 
of the Day, being calculated to reflect 
Wi the Prefoyrertans, and caſt an Odium on 


mat the Apoſtles did not eondemn ot 
Whenatize other People for preaching and ad- 
Wer to that Doctrine, which they them- 
Wires were under an Obligation to preach and 
dere to, is my Tenth Obſervation; 
Here is a ſpacious Field to traverſe ; a 
kbje&t fit for a Polemick Writer. I might 
th Eaſe demonſtrate, that there is not one 
ct of Religion now upon Earth, who does 
it differ widely from the Apoſtles in this 
ticular : But as I defign to write with all 
eBrevity imaginable, I ſhall only give one 
kerant Inftance of our own Inferior Clergy's 
Friation from the Apoſtles in this Matter. 
have been told by a Gentleman in Black. 
and may the other Gentleman in Black reward 
Im, if he has deceived me,] that every 
urt dapper Fellow, who ſtands Candidate 
* Spiritual Authority, muſt ſubſcribe his 
ent to, and inculcate the Orthodox Do- 
ne of the Thirty- Nine Articles of the 
arch of England, before he be admitted a 
idator to a Congregation. 
That Predeſtination is the Doctrine of the 
Wurch of England, appears from the Seven. 
teenth 


we 


— 


as a. mm. 
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| * os. 
teenth Article among the Thirty Nin 
which were agreed upon by the Archbiſnog 
and Bifhops of both Provinces, and the ho 
Clergy in the Convocation holden: at 
don in the Year 1562; and was: approve 
and allowed to be holden and executed with 
in the Realm by the Aſſent and Conſent 
Queen ELIZABETH, and ſubſeribed tub 
the Archbiſhops and Biſhops of the Uppe 
Houſe, and by the Subſcription of the wh 
Clergy of the Nether Houſe in their Cony 
cation, in the Lear of our Lord 1571 
Vid. 39 Articles. | * 

[ ſhall tranſcribe as many of the Words 
are moſt neceſſary to my Purpoſe. “ Pr 
% Aeſlination to Life is the everlaſting Pu 
« pole of God, whereby (before the Fou 
« dations of the World were laid) he hi 
4 conſtantly decreed by his Counſel, fecn 
* to us, to deliver from Curſe and Da 
& tion, thoſe whom he hath choſen in Chr 
out of Mankind, and to bring them 0 
* Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, as Vell 
s made to Honour, As the godly C0 
« ſideration of Predeſtination and our Eledid 
ein Chriſt, is full of ſweet, pleaſant 
4 unſpeakable Comfort to godly Perſons, a 
* ſuch as feel in themſelves the Working 
* Chriſt, Oc. So for curious and carl 
e Perſons, lacking the Spirit of Chrilt, 
have before their Eyes the Sentence 


© God's Predeſtination, is a moſt G. 
a 4. 


ds 


— — — 


| 


e 
Downfal, whereby the Devil doth thruſt 
them either into Deſperation, ox into 
Wretchleſsneſs of moſt unclean Living, no 
s perilous than Deſperation. | 

Now if any Regard is to be had to Oaths 

xd Subſcriptions, { which 'no. Corinthian 
teſt will, I hope, deny; | ſurely thoſe ſa- 
ed Ties and Obligations will prompt them 
pcheriſh and propagate the Docirine, which 
ey have ſo openly and ſo ſolemnly eſpouſed. 
ut, alas! how many are there who warmly 
wbrace, and cordially believe and ſupport 
ls Tenet !. Or, rather how many are there 
ho rail at, and vilify thoſe who preach 
bs Doctrine, branding them with the Name 
f Predeitinarians, ( viz. all the Diſſenters 
| what Denomination ſoever ) as a Mark of 
amy, Contempt and Pleudodoxy | 
r theſe the legitimate or ſpurious Sons of 
he Church 2 Are theſe Men the true Servants 
the Omnipotent, Juſt and Merciful God? 
, Tel] it not in Gath, publiſh it not in Aſ- 
thy, 


The Eleventh Obſervation is, That the 
hotles went from Place to Place to make 
derte, and ſtrengthen thoſe whom they 
kd converted, without taking any Money to 
Kiry their Expences, or furniſhing them- 
s with Neceſſaries requiſite for the Time 
t their Abode among the Brethren. 
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There is no Religion whatever, which 
not its Itinerants, who keep cloſe to this | 
ample of the Apoſtles, except our own - 
rior Clergy ; among whom I cannot find 
Example. I muſt own indeed, that there 
ſometimes à Tranſmigration from one P; 
to another, where one Miniſter (with Pock 
well lined) will ſwop a Sermon with 
Brother: A ſure and certain Symptom o 
Debauch, or idle Week. 

„What Pity it is, that among 
* the many Projects now on foot, ſome pil 
« and zealous Chriſtians will not open aB 
for Subſcriptions to ere& Houſes of U 
„ where lazy, well fed, pamper'd Pri 
* may tind a Labourer for the Day of $ 
bath! No doubt but this would be 
«© more Emolument to the Undertaker, 
* the Project for the Grand Fiſhery ; { 
* many indigent Souls would be capacit 
* to pay for a Dinner, who had no otl 
* Dependance, than the Aſſiſtance of u 
« Spirit, to appeaſe his Mutineering Wh 
te teſtines, and prevent them from flying Wn; 
„ to Rebellion. 

Upon Second Thoughts, it is no diffe 
Matter to prove, that ſeveral Miniſters he 
travelled Fourſcore or an Hundred Miles 
preach the Goſpel: But then we muſt t 
notice, that it is for the Sake of a m 
profitable Benefice ; that they do not tri 
without Money, without Company; © 

Car 
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uy with them their Bags and Baggage, 
ies and Children, Maid-ſervants and 
n- ſervants, their Cattle, and all that were 
in their Houſes and Gates. So charita- 
eue they even to the brute Beaſts! And 
believe there is not one of em, who, 
be ſpeaks from his Heart, can ſay with 
|: Philoſopher, Omnia mea mecum porto. — 


Twelfth Obſervation is, That the Apo- 
tls diſagreed not among themſelves concern- 
py Fundamentals neceſſary ro Salvation; 
either did they contradi& one another in 
ber Definitions and Notions of Myſteries 
Fundamentals. | 3 
The Opinions of Men, relating to the 
tans conducive to Eternal Salvation, are as 
erent as their numerous Sects and Diviſions : 
dwever, all the Nations in the Univerſe 
gee in this one grand Point, an Object of 
orſhip and Adoration. This was allow'd 

lroughout the World, before the Coming of 

it Swiour; but with this Difference, that 
re worſhipp'd the True God, others (like 
ei) moſt religiouſly bent their Knees 
"WW Gods made with their own Hands. Now 
it they, who profeſs and call themſelves 
riſtians, and have but one inerrible Com- 
js to ſteer by, ſhould purſue ſuch Courſes 
bare diametrically oppoſite to each other, in 
opes of reaching the deſired Port at laſt, is 

| dubje&t which affords much Speculations 
f E 2 I have 


| (25) 
I have here a ſpacious Field before me, ani 
ſhould 4 enter into a Detail of the Princip 
of every Chriſtian Sectary, I ſhould deviat 
from my firſt Reſolution, and ſwell this litt 
Tract into numberleſs Volumes. 

As there are many Divines and Enthuſiaſt 
who have undertaken to explain and unfo 
the Myſtery of the Bleed Trinity, a Tf 
too difficult for the Performance and Compre 
henſion of human Frailty, and which indet 
is a preſumptuous Undertaking; ] I ſhall he 
recite their own Words, and ſhew how the 
contradi& and claſh againſt each other, 

* Some of the Inferior Clergy make t 
Three Perſons to be external Relations of tl 
one Subſtance of the Deity to Mankind, vi 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanflifier : And tl 
{ame Reverend Perſon makes each Perſon 
Third of God, as + Length, Breadth, at 
Thickneſs make a Cube; or as || Three Gm 
make a Shilling, or Three Nobles a Pound 

© Some make the Perſons to be Et: 
Modes of Subliſtance, or Internal Relatic 
of the Subſtance of the Deity it ſelf. 

+ Some maintain Three Diſtinct, Unequ 
Eternal Beings ; the Firſt whereof is a 


— 


* Wallis's Letters of the Trinity, Let. III. p. 40, 41. 

+ Firft Letter, p. 11. 

j| Third Letter, p. 42. 

. Dr. South's Animad. and Tritheiſm charged. | 

+ Fowler's 28 Prop. Bulli Defent, Fid. Nic. CudVh - 
Intelle®, Syſtem; Payne Sermon. 


(29) . 
&f-exiſtent, and the Second and Third ſub- 
qrdinates | | | 

* Some maintain Three Diſtinct, Eternal, 
Equal Beings, whoſe Unity is partly numeri- 
al, and partly ſpecifical. 8 | 

ain, + Some make the Doctrine of the 

WT Trinity to conſiſt in Three Diſtinct, Eternal, 

pfectly Equal Beings agreeing in a Specitick 

Unity. 1 

| Mr. Puzzle-Text, the Anmthropomorphite, 

$of a different Opinion from all the Divines 

who ever wrote upon the Trinity. He ſays, 

There are Three Lives; and that ſuch a 

Notion will very much contribute to the 

* Honour of God, the Eaſe of good Chri- 

* ſtians, and the Diſcouragement of Here- 

* ticks. How can it comport (continues he) 

* with God's infinite Goodneſs, or confiſt 

* with his infinite Wiſdom, and fo conduce 

"to his Honour and Glory, to make the 

main Article of the Chriſtian, Faith ſo 

* puzzling and intricate, as that none of em 

yet could underſtand it themſelves, or ex- 

plain it competently to others? Nay, which 

"8 far worſe, and fo diſhonourable to God, 

"4 not to be endured ; were Chriſtians 

* obliged to believe the Trinity according to 
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* Sherlock's Vind. of the Trinity, and its Defence. 
7 Braddack's Doctrine of the Fathers, &c, Part 1, 
An Anridore againſt Arianiſm: By Eraſmus Warren, Refor 
F Worlingron in Suffolk, Anno 1712. 
dhe 
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the common Notion, or ſtanding Model of 
« it, in order to their future Bliſs, they muſt 
« then aſſent to a thing impoſſible, to a rank 
* Contradiction, and to a notorious Lie, to 
c obtain Salvation; even that Three Modes 
« 'are Three diſtinct Perſons, and fo every 
« one of them God moſt truly. — 
“For the Body of Chriſtians to recom- 
mend unintelligible Things, and to impoſe 
it on its Members; and induce People to 
“ ſwallow them, to tell them that they are 
profound Myſteries, when they are perfed 
e Nonſenſe, what can be more infamous and 
* dilparaging ? 

He aſſerts, That all Men had a wrong No. 
tion of the Trinity to this very Day. 

“ For Chriſtians (ſays he) to enjoy th 
« Benefit of the Goſpel for 1700 Years tt 
<< be baptized into a Trinity, and profeſs tha 


* 


C 


they believed it as a prime and fundawenyy” 
« tal Article; and yet during all thoſe C 
« turies, to have no Notion of it among thi: 
Learned and Wiſe, but what was light an fn 
« empty, filly, impertinent and nonſenſical 
* to ſay no worſe, (if ſearched to the Boll ! 


© tom) is not this ſad and diſinal ? 

But his Notion of a Trinity runs thus. 

© Allow the Divine Eſſence to be an {nl 
nite Eternal Spirit, quicken'd and actuate 
ce by Three diſtinct Lives, and the Firlt n 
<* turally and from Eternity ſpringing up 
« it, and as naturally and eternally begett 
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« the Second Life, they Two by a like Pre- 
« rogative Power breathing or ſending forth 
« Third; in which the prolifick Force and 
& Virtue of Divine Life was fully ſpent, . 
and did fully terminate; and the Adora- = 
« ble Trinity is moſt perfectly and gloriouſly | 
* conſtituted , and, I think, intelligibly | 
enough. 1 
Let the Reader judge, whether this Notion 
zmore intelligible than any of the reſt, 
le further obſerves, that 
The Three Divine Perſons have each of 
chem an Image in human Figure, ſymboli- 
* cally repreſenting their Adorable Selves. 
This he proves from ſeveral Texts of Scri- 
ure; but ſure he had little Regard to, or 
u forgot the Second Injunction in the Deca- 
be. I remember the Time, when a 
boek not half ſo'glaring and barefac'd as this, 
ms deem'd worthy of a flaming Sacrifice; 
nnd | admire that no pious Informer, out of 
hi: Abundance of his Zeal for the Athanaſian 
u ndamental of Chriſtianity, has been moved 
en internal Impulſe of Religion or Malice, 
pol” preſent and proſecute this Pamphlet. No 
Yorge, no wholeſome Severities for this au- 
ous Levite ! He 1s one of the Inferior 
In ergv, 2 weak Brother; and theſe are Mo- 
ate es ſufficient to protect him from the Reſent- 
nt of other prieſily Delinquents. 


—— — ͤ ibW— — — — — 


The 


The Thirteenth Obſervation is, That the 


very naturally have fallen under the Tenth; 
Appendix to it. 
have not been violated by the Inferior Clergy 


ſuch Aſſertion with the Calumny of Ry 


our own Canons, and ſhew how our Hill 


| pede Herculem. 
pray for the King upon the Throne nom 
But tho' theſe Conſcience-Diſpenſers hi 


what Evaſions and Quibbles do they | 
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Apoſil:s were ſtrict Followers of their om 
Conſtitutions, or By-Laws. +. 5 
I muſt confeſs, that this Obſervation might 


but ſince I omitted to recite it in that Placy 
what follows, I hope, may be allowed xz an 


If I ſhould aſſert, That there is not an 
Religion whatever, whole Laws and Canon 


ſhould incur the Cenſure of Zealots an 
Enthufiaſts : But I ſee no Reaſon for. loadin 


i 


Tudgment, ſince it is a Truth daily Obſery 
tion confirms. I ſhall not deſcend to g 
particular Inſtances of each Kind, but hope 
will ſuffice for the preſent. to mention one 


Church Spiritual Worthies, or Half-Proteſtant 
do become Delinquents: Which ſmall Sket 
may give us an Idea of the whole, ——#| 


The 55th Canon enjoins every Prief 


tim, in the Prayer preceding the Serm( 


taken the Oaths to King George, (and wo 
diſpenſe with an Hundred more as big 
St. Paul's, for a Living half as large) rn 
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Woe days, Pray ye; another, we ate com: 
Wnded to pray, but does it not: Such a Ser- 
Wit ſhould be beaten with many Stripes. 
Third, Let tis pray, but banters his Au- 
fence like an Orthodox Juggler; for he does 
Wi pray for the King, tho he mentions his 
re. A Fourth, with an hereditary Corin- 
i Face, legitimately Higb. Church, regards 
Wh the Injunction of the Canon. Now may 
Wn not ſay to theſe Hypoctires, what our Bleſ⸗ 
Saviour ſaid to their Brethren the Scribe: 
ud Phariſees, Woe unto es | 


, 7 0 
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0 avoid the Cenſure of each ſnarling 
1 Prieftridden Cynic, who talks much of 
e Church and Religion, yet frequent not 
& one, or practiſe the other; I am obliged, 
Juſtification of my ſelf, and to ſatisfy my 
nds and Acquaintarice, to declare, That 
ue not any Deſign to ſtrike at the Prieſt- 
od. For I am throughly convinced, that 
er ought to be a Regimen in the Church, 
Hits Government by Biſhops is neceſſary 
N Scriptural ; but yet I will not preſume to 
termine, whether they are ſuch by a Di- 
cor Human Inſtitution: = y 


, 


F Good 
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Good Clergymen-are (to me) like bea 
tiful and ſtrong Pillars in an Antique ant 
ſtately Edifice; but vicious Prieſts are thy 
Emblems of corrupted Rafters. As among 
the Apoſiles there was one falſe Bratl 
whom the Papiſts acknowledge as the Foun 
dation of the Church, viz. PETER; 
Traytor, as Fudas ; ambitious Perſons, ff 
James and John, who prevailed with thi 
Mother to ſollicit the moſt honourable Pla 
from Chriſi;, This to fit on his Right Han 
That on his Left: So likewiſe there we 
ſome, who were wholly ſpiritual, and h 
no Ambitious, no Worldly Views before 
And tho' among the Tribe of Le v1, thaw 
are. Proud, Perſecuting, Covetons, Rebelli 
Perjured Prieſis ;, yet there are ſome | Wi" 
Oh! that they were a thouſand times mom 
Nuwber, than what Abraham proposed 
God for the, Preſervation of Sodom and Wiſe 
morrab, | who are of an humble and 
Spirit, Religious, Loyal, Charitable) 
Hen of Conſtience and Moderation. 

But after all, I greatly fear that the cr 
Evils of the inferior Clergy! will never c 
ill a Stop be put to the Ordination of Bg 
tefs Poys and indigent Souls. Theſe are 
Perſons 219 come before they are called, 
kreep in at the Window, when they f 
enter at the Poar of the Temple. The 
they whom Neceſſity obliges, or Fre] 
perſuades to act contrary to the Laws ol 
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Wi Man, to humour their Patrons, and ſup- 
Wort a Party. Theſe are they of whom the 
WP nit ſpeaks, they are corrupt and become 
WL /1minable. Happy would it be for this Na- 
Whioo, if the Tares which are now growing, 
2nd thoſe which are already run to Seed; 
ere rooted out 
As I am reſolved not to be deluded by 
rieficraft ; ſo I could wiſh that every Man 
wuld reſume his RE As0N, and not regard 
py Clergyman, of what Title or Denomi- 
ion ſo ever, merely becauſe he is a Cler- 
aan; but be guided in this Particular by 
i: Words of St. Ambroſe, and give a more 
n ordinary Attention to them. Nihil eſt 
bo ſeculo excellentius Sacerdotibus, ſubli- 
ins Epiſcopis, Si Nomen congruat Actioni, 
io reſpondeat Nomini; Si non, Nomen 
2 —_ immane, Ambroſ. de Dignitat. 
1 


